A predominant idiotype on rabbit anti-VH a1 allotype antibodies: sharing by both major and minor VH subgroups.
In every rabbit examined, greater than or equal to 80% of antibodies directed against the VH allotypic marker, a1, bears a predominant idiotype (IdX-a1). The IdX-a1 marker is site-associated and expressed on H chains, but not L chains, of anti-a1 antibody. Experiments using rabbits suppressed for the VH a subgroup demonstrated that IdX-a1 can be associated with both major (a+) and minor (a-) VH subgroup gene products and that a1 rabbits contain IdX-a1 within their genetic repertoire. The genetic and regulatory implications of our results are discussed.